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General
Flash column chromatography was performed using E. Merck 230-400 mesh silica gel and column chromatography was monitored by analytical thin-layer chromatography (TLC) carried out on 0.25 Merck silica gel plates (60F-254) using UV light as a visualizing agent, panisaldehyde and KMnO4 solution for staining, and heat as developing agent. Microwave promoted reactions were performed using a CEM Discover instrument with appropriate internal IR temperature control. The reaction temperature and microwave power were computer monitored, and 10 mL thick walled Pyrex reaction vessels with Teflon septa with a crimp top were used as reaction vessels. Gas chromatographic analysis was performed using an Agilent 7890A instrument with FID detector and an Agilent HP-5 capillary column. Mass chromatography analyses were performed on an Agilent 5975C instrument and an Agilent HP-5MS column. IR spectra were recorded using a Bruker Vertex 70 FT-IR spectrometer.
1 H NMR and 13 C NMR spectra were recorded using Bruker Advance II/DPX 400 (400 MHz 
Materials
Most commercially available reagent grade chemicals were purchased from Aldrich Ethyl propiolate was produced in 49% GC yield, which is determined using mesitylene as an internal standard.
D. Characterization data (6b-u, 8a, 8c)
S6 methyl 3-(1-(2-methoxy-2-oxoethyl)-3-methyl-1H-isoindol-1-yl)propanoate (6b) 
